
APPENDIX 1
Key Stages in the Community Asset Transfer Process
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(Dotted lines indicate actions done in parallel to main tasks)
* All time frames are estimates 

Please note: If an asset has been listed as an Asset of Community Value under the Community Right to Bid legislation then the process will take longer. This is because under this
legislation, community groups have 6 weeks to say if they are interested in purchasing an asset. This then pauses the community asset transfer process and then the group has 6
months from when the property was first advertised to put together their bid. This applies to all the scenarios above. For more information about the Community Right to Bid Process
see our  website
http://www.southampton.gov.uk/people-places/community-places-rights/community-rights/right-bid.aspx 
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Scenario 1
CAT Speculative Enquiry

received for an asset (not from
an existing tenant)

*4 weeks (or longer
by agreement up to
a maximum of 12

*Up to 1
month

* 6 weeks

*The length of this
final stage with vary
for each transfer

Scenario 2
An existing tenant submits a
CAT Speculative Enquiry

Scenario 4
Vacant asset offered by SCC for

CAT or existing tenant choosing not
to progress with CAT

Advertise for 4 weeks -
inviting CAT Applications

*Up to 1
month
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informed, process

stopped
Advise both successful and
unsuccessful organisation(s)

Is existing tenant a
partner in the CAT bid?

Further discussions take place
with all stakeholders - Can

CAT progress?

Appraisal of 'Existing Tenants Assessment'
NB: If SCC offers an asset for CAT where
there is an existing tenant the process will

start from here

Application successful?

Scenario 3
CAT Speculative Enquiry received

about a vacant asset

Is asset suitable for CAT?

Applicant(s)
informed, process

stopped

*Up to 1
month

In the event that all application(s)
are unsuccessful, the council will
reassess the suitability of the asset
for transfer.

http://www.southampton.gov.uk/people-places/community-places-rights/community-rights/right-bid.aspx

